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Mumbai : Behind the Centre’s announcement on Thursday
extending the upper limit for permitting abortions to 24 from
the current 20 weeks 1s a women’s movement that began and
gained momentum in Mumbai. Over 120 pregnant women in
and around Mumbai petitioned the courts seeking permission
to abort beyond the 20 week deadline due to fetal anomalies,
said gynecologist Dr. Nikhil Datar, who sparked the deadline
debate in 2008 by moving the courts along with his then
patient, Niketa Mehta. The experience at the state run JJ
Hospital — which had to set up special medical board to
handle these cases in October 2018 at the Bombay high
court’s orders — is very telling. As many as 90 pregnant
women approached this board, and five of them write minors.
“The sheer number of women who approached the hospital
board reflects the dire need for changes in the MTP law,”
said Dr. Adhok, who heads JJ Hospital’s gynecology department
and is a part of the medical board. Most petitioners belonged
to the uneducated and lower or middle-class families. “Most
of these women found out about the fetal anomaly after the
fifth month, and in some the anomalies didn’t get picked up

despite scans,” said Dr. Anand.
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Rajkot : A three-decade old land dispute, which was adjudicated
by Supreme Court, ended in a brutal murder of a 57-year-
old man who had got the possession of the land. Surprisingly,
he was murdered despite the presence of around 10 policemen
who had accompanied him as per procedure following the
court order. On Wednesday evening, a dozen-odd persons
hacked to death Lakhdhirsinh Jadeja in Thebchada village
where he had gone to take the land possession after Supreme
Court had ruled in his favour, police said. “On Wednesday
evening, the Jadejas went to take possession of the land
accompanied by 10-odd policemen from Aji Dam police station
led by inspector A.S. Chawda. Ten members of the Koli family
led by Chhagan and Magan allegedly attacked the Jadejas
with swords, scythes, axes and iron pipes. The Jadejas were
taken to Rajkot Civil Hospital, where Lakhdhirsinh succumbed
to his injuries,” said H.L. Rathod, assistant commissioner of
police (Rajkot east). His two cousins — Harendrasinh Jadeja
(50) and Balwantsinh Jadeja (50) were seriously injured in
the attack. Around 10-12 assailants led by Chhagan Koli and
his brother Magan were attacked them with swords, scythes,
axes and iron pipes. The Kolis had allegedly usurped the land
belonging to the Jadejas and the land dispute had reached

the court, police sources said.
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